Status Report is the regular, monthly publication of the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety. In the August, 1995 report there is a report entitled 'European Union moves toward new safety standards with dynamic tests' and a summary of fatality facts for the US. One snippet of interest is that six states account for about half of all bicyclist deaths. Apart from these being among the most populous states, there may be other clues in this observation that will challenge epidemiologists.
The September issue focuses on whiplash injuries and, not surprisingly, notes that the best head restraints are found in Volvos. The bad news is that restraints in 117 of 164 cars were rated 'poor' based on Adolescent injuries are a tremendously important problem. Intentional and unintentional trauma are far and away the leading cause of death in this age group in all countries of the world, industrialized or nonindustrialized alike. In the US motor vehicle injuries alone are the single largest cause ofall deaths during adolescence, not just injury deaths. Any effort to address the causes and suggest prevention strategies for these problems is both much needed and welcome.
This volume represents a helpful addition to the field. Edited by two respected injury investigators, KK Christoffel and CW Runyan, the 10 chapters contributed by 24 different individuals cover a broad range of topics. The format of the chapters, while not totally uniform, includes information on the magnitude of the problem, the descriptive epidemiology, and potential interventions. Some chapters offer a more comprehensive literature review than others, for example, the chapter on post-traumatic stress disorder by L Amaya-Jackson and JS March. All chapters offer something for both the scientist trying to discern new areas for investigation and the injury control practitioner deciding which interventions to implement in a community. For example, the chapter on injury prevention in primary care by J Paulson and C DiGuiseppi offers helpful, hands-on suggestions for the primary care practitioner.
I was also impressed by the critical nature of the reviews of the literature in many chapters.
